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Purpose 
The Transmission Planning Improvement Task Force (TPITF) is responsible for 
developing recommendations that will produce more progressive, forward-thinking, 
regional planning processes that are more responsive to the continued growth of SPP’s 
transmission system, markets, challenges and opportunities presented by changing 
federal and state energy and environmental regulations, and NERC compliance 
requirements. The TPITF recommendations should represent a consolidated, 
coordinated approach as to how the system is planned, managed, maintained, and how 
the existing processes could be improved, with a particular emphasis on any progress 
that could be made toward making additional transmission service available to SPP’s 
customers on the system without unduly compromising system reliability.  The 
recommendations should continue to enable the maximum use of capital-intensive 
generating resources for the benefit of all end-use customers in the SPP footprint and 
should continue to develop and enhance policies, tools, and practices to optimize the 
use of the transmission system. 

Scope of Activities 
In carrying out its purposes, the TPITF will review, evaluate and propose 
recommendations on: 
 

1 .  The methodologies and modeling practices used in the Generator 
Interconnection Studies; Aggregate Transmission Service Studies; Integrated 
Transmission Planning (Near Term, 10, and 20), SPP TPL Compliance 
Assessments and the MDWG model development process to ensure 
effectiveness, consistency, and to determine if any gaps exist between the 
various processes. Where appropriate, the TPITF will collaborate with the SPP 
committees and working groups involved in the development and approval 
process for SPP planning.  

 
2 .  Utilization of data, including data collected by operations that will benchmark, to 

the best ability, the real-time and planning horizon assessments to ensure 
consistency in the planning process. 

 
3. The appropriateness of the planning cycle and assessments, including but not 

limited to, the effectiveness of using production cost modeling in more 
assessments; development, use, and weighting of futures, scenarios and 
sensitivities; the metrics used to evaluate proposed projects, in particular those 
that evaluate the impact on rate payers, and planning the transmission system 



 

 

beyond the traditional planning criteria of first contingency (“N-1”) in accordance 
with the approved NERC Standard TPL-001-4. 

 
 
Representation 
TPITF membership consists of up to 11 representatives from the SPP membership, 
including the chair and vice-chair.  Meetings are open, however by sufficient notice; the 
TPITF may limit attendance during specific portions of a meeting by an affirmative vote 
of the TPITF for reasons that are consistent with the SPP Bylaws. 
 
Duration 
Temporary 

Reporting 

The TPITF reports to the Markets and Operations Policy Committee.     
 

 


