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SOUTHWEST POWER POOL 

ECONOMIC STUDIES WORKING GROUP & TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP  

JOINT SPECIAL MEETING 

October 3, 2024 

Net Conference 

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS AND ACTION ITEMS 
LINK TO MATERIALS 

 

ACTIONS TAKEN  
• 2024 ITP (ESWG and TWG): 

o Approved waiver of the ITP Manual staging requirements for the winter weather 

projects to the extent needed to put the staging decision into effect as approved 

by the [TWG and ESWG] on August 28, 2024. 

o Endorsed the ITP report, as amended, and directs staff to update the ITP report to 

reflect [TWG and ESWG] actions taken at the August 28, 2024, meeting, in a new 

separate section regarding winter weather project need dates. 

o Acknowledged that SPP staff completed the 2024 ITP in accordance with 

Attachment O of the tariff and the ITP Manual. 

 

https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=19028


 

 

SOUTHWEST POWER POOL 

ECONOMIC STUDIES WORKING GROUP & TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP  

JOINT SPECIAL MEETING 

October 3, 2024 

Net Conference 

 

MINUTES 

AGENDA ITEM 1 – ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

Economic Studies Working Group (ESWG) Chair Calvin Daniels called the meeting to order at 

1:31 p.m. The following members were in attendance or represented by proxy: 

ESWG 

Calvin Daniels, WFEC (Chair) 

Derek Brown, Evergy  

Gayle Nansel, WAPA 

Hassan Hayat, AEP 

Jeremy Severson, BEPC 

Jerry Bradshaw, CUS 

Jody Holland, GHP 

John Knofczynski, EREPC 

Jordan Schmick, SPS (Vice Chair) 

Kurt Stradley, LES 

Maggie Kristian, NGR 

Michael Watt, OMPA 

Michael Wegner, ITC 

Ryan Benton, OGE 

Steve Gaw, APA 

Steve Hohman, OPPD 

Tim Owens, NPPD 

 

Proxies:  

Josie Daggett for Gayle Nansel, WAPA 

Scott Benson for Kurt Stradley, LES 

 

Transmission Working Group (TWG) Chair Derek Brown called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 

The following members were in attendance or represented by proxy: 

 



 

 

TWG 

Derek Brown, Evergy (Chair) 

Scott Benson, Lincoln Electric System (LES) (Vice Chair) 

Adam Snapp, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Company (OG&E) 

Andrew Berg, Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) 

Arash Ghodsian, Invenergy, as proxy for Grain Belt (Invenergy/GBX) 

Clifford Franklin, Sunflower Electric Power Corporation (SEPC) 

Gayle Nansel, Western Area Power Administration-Upper Great Plains Region (WAPA-UGPR) 

James Ging, Kansas Power Pool (KPP) 

Reene Miranda, Xcel Energy/SPS 

Jason Shook, GDS Associates, as proxy for East Texas Electric Cooperative (ETEC) 

Jerry Bradshaw, City Utility of Springfield (CUS) 

Jim McAvoy, Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority (OMPA) 

Joe Fultz, Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) 

John Knofczynski, East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (EREC) 

Kalun Kelley, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) 

Matthew McGee, American Electric Power (AEP) 

Michael Mueller, Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation (AECC) 

Michael Wegner, ITC Great Plains LLC (ITC) 

Nate Morris, Liberty  

Nathan McNeil, Midwest Energy, Inc. (MIDW) 

Noman Williams, GridLiance High Plains LLC (GridLiance) 

Phil Westby, Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) 

Randy Lindstrom, Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 

Steve Hohman, Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) 

Temujin Roach, EDF Renewables (EDF) 

 

Proxies: 

Jesse Kreutzfeldt for Andrew Berg (MRES) 

Lee Elliot for Arash Ghodsian (Invenergy as proxy for GrainBelt) 

Ray Bergmeier as proxy for Cliff Franklin (SEPC) 

Ray Bergmeier (SEPC) as proxy for James Ging (KPP) 

Josie Daggett as proxy for Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR) 

 

(Attachment 1) 

 

Susanna Padilla and Sherri Maxey confirmed there was a quorum and Sherri Maxey provided the 

antitrust statement. Calvin Daniels and Derek Brown reviewed the agenda for any changes.  

ESWG 

 The agenda was adopted by general consent. 



 

 

TWG 

 The agenda was adopted by general consent. 

ESWG/TWG 

AGENDA ITEM 2A – 2024 ITP WINTER WEATHER PROJECT STAGING 

Kirk Hall (SPP) reviewed the winter weather staging approach and need dates and discussed the 

motions staff would be seeking from the ESWG and TWG. Mr. Hall further discussed the staging 

voting results from the August 28, 2024, joint ESWG/TWG meeting, which led staff to believe 

additional consideration was needed, and communicated the determination that staging should 

follow the tariff and ITP Manual, specifically sections 4.4 and 6.3. SPP staff reviewed Attachment 

O, the ITP Manual, and the 2024 ITP Scope to determine the best possible approach for project 

staging decisions, considering, where possible, persistent operational issues the interpolation 

process, both defined in the ITP Manual. Mr. Hall stepped through the winter weather projects 

and reviewed the analysis and recommended need dates for each with the ESWG and TWG 

members.  

2024 ITP - Winter weather project staging – ITP Manual waiver 

TWG 

 Nathan McNeil (Midwest) made a motion, seconded by Michael Wegner (ITC) for a 

waiver of the ITP Manual staging requirements for the winter weather projects to 

the extent needed to put the staging decision into effect as approved by the TWG 

on August 28, 2024. A roll call vote was held and the motion was approved with 19 

votes for (Scott Benson - LES, Adam Snapp - OGE, Jesse Kreutzfeldt as proxy for 

Andrew Berg - MRES, Ray Bergmeier as proxy for Clifford Franklin - SEPC, Josie 

Daggett as proxy for Gayle Nansel - WAPA-UGPR, Ray Bergmeier as proxy for 

James Ging - KPP, Jim McAvoy - OMPA, Jerry Bradshaw - CUS, Joe Fultz - GRDA, 

John Knofczynski - EREC, Kalun Kelley - WFEC, Matthew McGee - AEP, Michael 

Mueller - AECC, Michael Wegner - ITC, Nate Morris - Liberty, Nathan McNeil - 

MIDW, Phil Westby - BEPC, Randy Lindstrom - NPPD, and Steve Hohman - OPPD), 

none opposed, and three abstentions (Lee Elliot as proxy for Arash Ghodsian – 

Invenergy as proxy for GrainBelt, Noman Williams – GHP, and Reene’ Miranda – 

SPS). 

 Voting Rationale:  

 Michael Wegner (ITC) – For 

“Generally, ITC supported the motions made during the Oct 3rd meetings as these motions 

keep the previously agreed upon need dates for winter weather projects set at 11/12/2024. 



 

 

It’s important to acknowledge that millions of customers lived through load shedding 

events during the winter weather events that have occurred over the past 7 years. We don’t 

need models to tell us when it’s going to happen again. Mother nature is continuously 

showing us when this is happening, and it’s becoming more persistent. It’s important to get 

these project built as quickly as possible. 

 Because its reoccurring, treating these projects like Persistent Operational issues, puts the 

need dates at 11/12/24 and allows the Staff to meet the spirit of language in the ITP 

Manual. This is a solid view of the ITP Manual until an RR can be created, discussed, and 

approved, to add Winter Weather projects into the ITP Manual.” 

Nathan McNeil (Midwest) – For 

“Midwest voted in favor of the TWG motion to waive the ITP Manual staging process for 

Winter Weather projects and to confirm TWG action for Winter Weather project staging 

from August 28 as the correct approach. The ITP Manual staging process was developed to 

stage construction projects for forward-looking models with significant assumptions for 

future load and dispatch. While the 2024 ITP Winter Weather cases were developed as 

future year models, they were explicitly based on actual Winter Weather evens from Uri 

and Elliot, and SPP staff has confirmed that Needs identified from these models are 

consistent with those observed during the actual historical weather events. Additionally, 

since Uri and Elliot load-shedding events, SPP has seen requests for significant load growth 

which could require more frequent and more substantial load shedding in future events. 

TWG is tasked with maintaining and improving the reliability of the transmission system 

and reducing likelihood of future load shed events. The selected Winter Weather projects 

are intended to mitigate Needs and reliability violations the system has already 

experienced suggesting the true need date has already passed. Suggesting and approving 

project need dates as late as 2028 as was determined by ITP Manual staging methods does 

not reflect sufficient urgency to preparing the system for future Winter Weather events.” 

Ray Bergmeier as proxy for Clifford Franklin (SEPC) – For 

“Sunflower voted in favor of the motions made during the Oct. 3 meeting, including the 

motion to waive the ITP manual staging requirements for winter weather projects. 

Although it is not entirely clear a waiver was necessary, Staff’s opinion was that the winter 

weather projects do not “neatly fall” into any of the ITP manual project staging categories; 

therefore, the best course of action at the time appeared to be seeking a waiver 

endorsement from the TWG and ESWG. However, setting aside whether a waiver was 

necessary, the result of the vote was to re-affirm, for the third time, the TWG’s and ESWG’s 

preference to stage the winter weather projects as persistent operational issues with a need 

date of 11/12/2024. The list of winter weather projects address operational needs that have 

already occurred, namely winter weather events that have caused load shedding. As such, 

it makes sense to list these projects’ need dates as now.” 



 

 

ESWG 

Michael Wegner (ITC) made a motion, seconded by Derek Brown (Evergy) for a 

waiver of the ITP Manual staging requirements for the winter weather projects to 

the extent needed to put the staging decision into effect as approved by the ESWG 

on August 28, 2024. A roll call vote was held and the motion was approved with 12 

votes for (Derek Brown – Evergy, Josie Daggett as proxy for Gayle Nansel – WAPA, 

Hassan Hayat – AEP, Jerry Bradshaw – CUS, John Knofczynski – EREPC, Scott 

Benson as proxy for Kurt Stradley – LES, Maggie Kristian – NGR, Michael Watt – 

OMPA, Michael Wegner – ITC, Steve Hohman – OPPD, Tim Owens – NPPD, and 

Ryan Benton – OGE), none opposed, and three abstentions (Jody Holland – GHP, 

Jordan Schmick – SPS, and Steve Gaw – APA). 

Voting Rationale:  

 Derek Brown (Evergy) – For 

 “Evergy voted in support of the motion to waive the ITP Manual staging requirements for 

Winter Weather projects to the extent needed to put the staging decision into effect as 

approved by the TWG on August 28, 2024. As SPP staff, TWG, and ESWG have stated over 

the last three meetings on this topic, the winter weather projects do not fit neatly into the 

reliability-driven project staging process outlined in the ITP Manual. SPP staff tried their 

best to follow this staging process, however the adjustments they had to make to the 

models and process to make this work have not been vetted or approved by the TWG or 

ESWG. TWG and ESWG took all of this into account when they affirmed 3 times that for the 

2024 ITP, the winter weather projects should be staged the same way as persistent 

operational needs as defined in the ITP Manual. SPP Staff, TWG, and ESWG should 

continue to vet the staging process that should be used for these types of resiliency-driven 

projects into 2025 so a more standardized process can be used in the 2025 ITP study. 

Additionally, the 2024 ITP Winter Weather/Target Area analysis was done to address issues 

that the system has already experienced in the past (Winter Storm Elliot and Winter Storm 

Uri). 5 and 10-year future models were developed to assist in right sizing the projects to 

prepare for future storms. When viewed in this context, it makes intuitive sense that 

projects identified to mitigate needs should be staged such that the Need Date is either 

right now, or in the past to emphasize the urgency of the projects and to acknowledge that 

SPP Customers have already experienced the issues from these Winter Storms in real-time 

operations.” 

Michael Wegner (ITC) – For 

“Generally, ITC supported the motions made during the Oct 3rd meetings as these motions 

keep the previously agreed upon need dates for winter weather projects set at 11/12/2024. 

It’s important to acknowledge that millions of customers lived through load shedding 

events during the winter weather events that have occurred over the past 7 years. We don’t 

need models to tell us when it’s going to happen again. Mother nature is continuously 



 

 

showing us when this is happening, and it’s becoming more persistent. It’s important to get 

these project built as quickly as possible. 

Because its reoccurring, treating these projects like Persistent Operational issues, puts the 

need dates at 11/12/24 and allows the Staff to meet the spirit of language in the ITP 

Manual. This is a solid view of the ITP Manual until an RR can be created, discussed, and 

approved, to add Winter Weather projects into the ITP Manual.” 

AGENDA ITEM 2B – 2024 ITP REPORT 

Susanna Padilla (SPP) led and facilitated the discussion with the group and other SPP staff to 

make revisions, as requested, to the 2024 ITP Report during the meeting. 

2024 ITP Assessment Report 

ESWG 

 Derek Brown (Evergy) made a motion, seconded by Steve Gaw (APA) for ESWG to 

endorse the ITP report, as amended, and directs staff to update the ITP report to 

reflect ESWG’s actions taken at the August 28, 2024, meeting, in a new separate 

section regarding winter weather project need dates. A roll call vote was taken, and 

the motion was approved with 13 votes for (Derek Brown – Evergy, Josie Daggett 

as proxy for Gayle Nansel – WAPA, Jerry Bradshaw – CUS, John Knofczynski – 

EREPC, Jordan Schmick – SPS, Scott Benson as proxy for Kurt Stradley – LES, 

Maggie Kristian – NGR, Michael Watt – OMPA, Michael Wegner – ITC, Steve Gaw – 

APA, Steve Hohman – OPPD, Tim Owens – NPPD, and Ryan Benton – OGE), none 

opposed, and one abstention (Jody Holland – GHP). 

TWG 

Scott Benson (LES) made a motion, seconded by Michael Wegner (ITC) for TWG to 

endorse the ITP report, as amended, and directs staff to update the ITP report to 

reflect TWG’s actions taken at the August 28, 2024, meeting, in a new separate 

section regarding winter weather project need dates. A roll call vote was taken, and 

the motion was approved with 20 votes for (Scott Benson - LES, Adam Snapp - 

OGE, Jesse Kreutzfeldt as proxy for Andrew Bergy - MRES, Ray Bergmeier as proxy 

for Cliff Franklin - SEPC, Josephine Daggett as proxy for Gayle Nansel - WAPA-

UGPR, Ray Bergmeier as proxy for James Ging - KPP, Reene Miranda - SPS, Jim 

McAvoy - OMPA, Jerry Bradshaw - CUS, Joe Fultz - GRDA, John Knofczynski - EREC, 

Kalun Kelley - WFEC, Matthew McGee - AEP, Michael Wegner - ITC, Nate Morris - 

Liberty, Nathan McNeil - MIDW, Noman Williams - GridLiance, Phil Westby - BEPC, 

Randy Lindstrom - NPPD, Steve Hohman - OPPD), none opposed, and no 

abstentions. 



 

 

2024 ITP - Tariff and ITP Manual Compliance 

Derek Brown, TWG Chair, introduced the final motion and asked if anyone had any comments or 

questions on the proposed motion. After stakeholder discussion, the motion was revised to 

acknowledge SPP staff’s completion of the 2024 ITP in accordance with Attachment O of the 

tariff and the ITP Manual.  

TWG 

 Noman Williams (GridLiance) made a motion, seconded by Nate Morris (Liberty) 

that the TWG acknowledges that SPP staff completed the 2024 ITP in accordance 

with Attachment O of the tariff and the ITP Manual. A voice vote was taken, and 

the motion was approved unanimously. 

ESWG 

Steve Gaw (APA) made a motion, seconded by Derek Brown (Evergy) that the 

ESWG acknowledges that SPP staff completed the 2024 ITP in accordance with 

Attachment O of the tariff and the ITP Manual. A voice vote was taken, and the 

motion was approved unanimously.  



 

 

ECONOMIC STUDIES WORKING GROUP & TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP  

JOINT MINUTES 

October 3, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM 3 – CLOSING ITEMS 

There were no action items taken. 

 

With no other new business, Calvin Daniels, ESWG Chair and Derek Brown, TWG Chair, 

adjourned the meeting at 4:51 p.m. CT on Thursday, October 3, 2024. 

EMAIL ITEMS 

There were no email items since the prior meeting. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susanna Padilla 

ESWG Secretary 

Sherri Maxey 

TWG Secretary 
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Name Company/Email Attendance

Aaron Vander Vorst aaron.vandervorst@enel.com WebEx Total Attendance: 123

Adam Snapp snappad@oge.com WebEx

Ala Wadi ala.wadi@libertyutilities.com WebEx

Andrew Brown abrown@spp.org WebEx

Andrew Tiedt atiedt@spp.org WebEx

Annie Minondo aminondo@nrdc.org WebEx

Aravind Chellappa aravind.chellappa@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Austin Baccus abbaccus@spp.org WebEx

Bakhtawar Khan bakhtawar@gabelassociates.com WebEx

Ben Bright bbright@spp.org WebEx

Ben Stearney bstearney@acespower.com WebEx

Bernie Liu bernard.liu@xcelenergy.com WebEx

Brad Cochran cochrabs@oge.com WebEx

Brian Pederson brian.pedersen@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Brian Rounds brian.rounds@aeslconsulting.com WebEx

Brock Vanden Bos bvandenbos@spp.org WebEx

Bruce Doll badoll@oppd.com WebEx

C. Patrick Woods cwoods@itctransco.com WebEx

Calvin Daniels calvin.daniels@wfec.com WebEx

Casey Cathey ccathey@spp.org WebEx

Charlie McCoy cmccoy@spp.org WebEx

Chris Cranford ccranford@spp.org WebEx

Chris Davis cdavis@spp.org WebEx

Chris Jamieson cjamieson@spp.org WebEx

Chris Matthes camatthes@aep.com WebEx

Christine Aarnes caarnes@sunflower.net WebEx

Colton Stanton cstanton@spp.org WebEx

Conner Sweet conner.sweet@cityutilities.net WebEx

Curtis Miller curtis.miller@wfec.com WebEx

Daniel Lenihan djlenihan@oppd.com WebEx

David Busse david.busse@libertyutilities.com WebEx

Derek Brown derek.brown@evergy.com WebEx

Don Frerking dfrerking@spp.org WebEx

Drake Hill dhill@spp.org WebEx

Dylan Haas dhaas@mwenergy.com WebEx

Ethan Perley eperley@spp.org WebEx

Eugene Mauk em@jkenergyconsulting.com WebEx

Gayle Freier gfreier@spp.org WebEx

George Jamerson george.jamerson@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Hassan Hayat hhayat@aep.com WebEx

Jamie Spickes jspickes@spp.org WebEx

Jarred Cooley jarred.j.cooley@xcelenergy.com WebEx

Jason Chaplin jason.chaplin@occ.ok.gov WebEx

Jason Mazigian jmazigian@bepc.com WebEx

Jeremy Severson jseverson@bepc.com WebEx

Jerry Bradshaw jerry.bradshaw@cityutilities.net WebEx

Jesse Kreutzfeldt jesse.kreutzfeldt@mrenergy.com WebEx

Jim McAvoy jmcavoy@ompa.com WebEx

Jim Reese jreese@oaec.coop WebEx

Jody Holland jody.holland@gridliance.com WebEx

Joe Fultz joe.fultz@grda.com WebEx

Joe Richardson trueway2@outlook.com WebEx

John Knofczynski jknofczynski@eastriver.coop WebEx

John O'Dell jodell@spp.org WebEx

John Stephens john.stephens@cityutilities.net WebEx

John Turner john.turner@wfec.com WebEx

John Vara jvara@gsec.coop WebEx
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Jonathan Goldsworthy jgoldsworthy@itctransco.com WebEx

Jordan Schmick jordan.h.schmick@xcelenergy.com WebEx

Joshua Norton jnorton@spp.org WebEx

Josie Daggett daggett@wapa.gov WebEx

Juliano Freitas jfreitas@invenergy.com WebEx

Kalun Kelley kalun.kelley@wfec.com WebEx

Kelsey Allen kallen@spp.org WebEx

Kenneth Wei kenneth.wei@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Kirk Hall khall@spp.org WebEx

Korey Wells krwells@oppd.com WebEx

Krishada Watson kwatson@spp.org WebEx

Kyle Vaughan kvaughan@spp.org WebEx

Lee Elliott lelliott@invenergy.com WebEx

Loren Ditsch ljditsch@oppd.com WebEx

Louis Baccari louis.baccari@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Margaret Kristian mkristian@nationalgridrenewables.com WebEx

Marisa Choate mchoate@spp.org WebEx

Matt Keenan matt.keenan@gridunited.com WebEx

Matt McGee mcmcgee@aep.com WebEx

Matt Pawlowski matt.pawlowski@nexteraenergy.com WebEx

Maurisa Hughes mghughes@spp.org WebEx

Megan Damron mdamron@spp.org WebEx

Michael Lundy michael.lundy@northwestern.com WebEx

Michael Mueller michael.mueller@aecc.com WebEx

Michael Watt mwatt@ompa.com WebEx

Michael Wegner mwegner@itctransco.com WebEx

Natasha Henderson nhenderson@spp.org WebEx

Nate Morris nate.morris@libertyutilities.com WebEx

Nathan McNeil nmcneil@mwenergy.com WebEx

Nathan Pearce nathan.pearce@sunflower.net WebEx

Naved Khan nkhan@spp.org WebEx

Neeya Toleman neeya@viridon.com WebEx

Nick Abraham nabraham@itctransco.com WebEx

Nick Parker nparker@spp.org WebEx

Noman Williams nwilliams@gridliance.com WebEx

Olivia Hough olivia.hough@cityutilities.net WebEx

Phil Westby pwestby@bepc.com WebEx

Ramunda Russell rrussell@spp.org WebEx

Randy Lindstrom rrlinds@nppd.com WebEx

Ray Bergmeier rbergmeier@sunflower.net WebEx

Reene Miranda rene.miranda@xcelenergy.com WebEx

Robert Bouda robert.bouda@evergy.com WebEx

Ryan Benton bentonre@oge.com WebEx

Ryan Lee rlee@spp.org WebEx

Ryan Reynolds rreynolds@spp.org WebEx

Ryan Yokley ryokley@sunflower.net WebEx

Scott Benson sbenson@les.com WebEx

Sean Erickson erickson@wapa.gov WebEx

Serhat Guney eguney@spp.org WebEx

Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto shawnee.claiborn-pinto@puc.texas.gov WebEx

Sherri Maxey smaxey@spp.org WebEx

Si Nguyen snguyen@oppd.com WebEx

Spencer Coffman scoffman@spp.org WebEx

Spencer Magby smagby@spp.org WebEx

Stan Nnadih snnadih@spp.org WebEx

Steve Gaw rsgaw1@gmail.com WebEx

Steve Hohman shohman@oppd.com WebEx
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Sunny Raheem sraheem@spp.org WebEx

Susanna Padilla spadilla@spp.org WebEx

Temujin Roach temujin.roach@edf-re.com WebEx

Terra Higgins terra.higgins@libertyutilities.com WebEx

Tessie Kentner tkentner@spp.org WebEx

Tim Owens tjowens@nppd.com WebEx

Tyler Baxter tyler.baxter@cbpower.coop WebEx

Victoria Doyle vdoyle@spp.org WebEx

Walt Shumate waltshumate@sbcglobal.net WebEx
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