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ECONOMIC STUDIES WORKING GROUP (ESWG) & 

TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP (TWG) JOINT MEETING 

October 1, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CDT 

In Person | SPP Corporate Offices - Auditorium B 

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS AND ACTION ITEMS 
LINK TO MATERIALS 

ACTIONS TAKEN  
APPROVED 

• An email vote be taken on the 2026 ESWG-TWG meeting schedule after one week’s time to 

complete the schedule survey (ESWG/TWG) 

• Consent Agenda: 

• Joint ESWG-TWG Meeting Minutes (August 27, 2025) 

• Joint ESWG-TWG Meeting Minutes (September 17, 2025) 

• RR710 (SIR785) BP7060 Large Load NTC/NTC-Cs (Lottie/Kirk) 

• RR722 (SIR789) DPP Fee (Kirk) 

• Not authorizing expedited processing of DPP Fee RR on its behalf 

▪ Since that motion was approved, no other votes were taken 

• 2025 ITP Assessment (ESWG/TWG): 

• Motion #1: Recommended Plan 

▪ Amendment by OGE: Failed (8-9-5 roll cal vote (47% approval) 

▪ Approved the recommended plan, as modified in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG 

meeting, including the issuance of NTCs and the recommended deferment of 

NTCs, as discussed. 

• TWG: 10-9-4 roll call vote (53% approval) 

• ESWG: 6-4-3 roll call vote (60% approval) 

• Motion #2: Report and Attachment O 

▪ Approved the 2025 ITP Report, as modified and discussed in the 10/1 Joint 

ESWG-TWG meeting, in addition to select SPS transformer NTCs, benefit metrics 

updates, and Viridon and MRES changes listed as documentation that the 2025 

ITP has been completed in accordance with Attachment O of the SPP OATT. 

• ESWG: 11-0-1 roll call vote (100% approval) 

• TWG: Approved via voice vote – two abstentions (100% approval) 

• 2026 ITP & CPP Transition Assessment Scope (ESWG/TWG) 

• Approved the revised 2026 ITP & CPP Transition Assessment Scope (Section 3: Needs 

Assessment) which includes implementation of the ERAS Att. AW stability analysis.  

https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=19028
https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR710
https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR722
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ECONOMIC STUDIES WORKING GROUP (ESWG) & 

TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP (TWG) JOINT MEETING 

October 1, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CDT 

In Person | SPP Corporate Offices - Auditorium B 

MINUTES 
LINK TO MATERIALS 

AGENDA ITEM 1 – ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

The Economic Studies Working Group (ESWG) Chair Calvin Daniels called the meeting to order at 8:01 

a.m. CDT. The following members were in attendance or represented by proxy: 

ESWG 

Calvin Daniels, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) (Chair) 

Jordan Schmick, Southwestern Public Service Company/Xcel Energy (SPS/Xcel) (Vice Chair) 

Derek Brown, Evergy  

Gayle Nansel, Western Area Power Administration-Upper Great Plains Region (WAPA-UGPR) 

Hassan Hayat, American Electric Power (AEP) 

Jeremy Severson, Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) 

Jerry Bradshaw, City Utilities of Springfield (CUS) 

Jody Holland, GridLiance High Plains LLC (GHP) 

John Knofczynski, East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (EREPC) 

Michael Watt, Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority (OMPA) 

Michael Wegner, ITC Great Plains LLC (ITC) 

Ryan Benton, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Company (OG&E) 

Steve Gaw, Advanced Power Alliance (APA) 

Steve Hohman, Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) 

Tim Owens, Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 

 

Proxies:  

Hayden Maples for Derek Brown (Evergy), as needed 

 

 

  

https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=19028
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The Transmission Working Group (TWG) Chair Derek Brown called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m. 

CDT. The following members were in attendance or represented by proxy: 

TWG 

Derek Brown, Evergy (Chair) 

Scott Benson, Lincoln Electric System (LES) (Vice Chair) 

Adam Snapp, Oklahoma Gas & Electric (OG&E) 

Andrew Berg, Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) 

Arash Ghodsian, Invenergy, as proxy for Grain Belt Express LLC (Invenergy/GBX) 

Clifford Franklin, Sunflower Electric Power Corporation (SEPC) 

Gayle Nansel, Western Area Power Administration-Upper Great Plains Region (WAPA-UGPR) 

James Ging, Kansas Power Pool Energy (KPP) 

Jason Shook, GDS Associates, as proxy for East Texas Electric Cooperative (GDS/ETEC) 

Jerry Bradshaw, City Utilities of Springfield (CUS) 

Jim McAvoy, Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority (OMPA) 

Joe Fultz, Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) 

John Knofczynski, East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (EREPC) 

Kalun Kelley, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) 

Matthew McGee, American Electric Power (AEP) 

Michael Mueller, Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation (AECC) 

Michael Wegner, ITC Great Plains LLC (ITC) 

Nate Morris, Liberty Utilities (Liberty) 

Nathan McNeil, Midwest Energy, Inc. (MIDW) 

Neeya Toleman, Viridon 

Noman Williams, GridLiance High Plains LLC (GHP) 

Phil Westby, Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) 

Randy Lindstrom, Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 

Reene’ Miranda, Southwestern Public Service Company/Xcel Energy (SPS/Xcel) 

Steve Hohman, Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) 

Temujin Roach, EDF Renewables (EDF) 

 

Proxies: 

Juliano Freitas for Arash Ghodsian (INV/GBX) 

Carlos Casablanca for Matthew McGee (AEP) 

Aravind Chellappa for Noman Williams (GHP) 

Jonathan Lubobo for Phil Westby (BEPC) – 8-10:30 a.m. 

Steve Gaw (APA) for Temujin Roach (EDF) 
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Spencer Magby (SPP) and Sherri Maxey (SPP) confirmed there was a quorum present for the 

respective groups, and Spencer Magby provided the antitrust statement. Sherri Maxey reviewed the 

agenda, and Calvin Daniels and Derek Brown asked if there were any changes. The group discussed 

that the agenda would be taken out of order, but the original order was maintained for purpose of the 

meeting minutes and final materials. 

TWG 

The agenda was approved by general consent. 

ESWG 

The agenda was approved by general consent. 

AGENDA ITEM 2 – 2026 ESWG-TWG MEETING SCHEDULE (APPROVAL) 

Sherri Maxey (SPP) provided an overview of the 2026 ESWG and TWG proposed meeting agenda and 

advised a survey would be sent out for feedback on the proposed schedule and requested an email 

vote be taken after that week of review has completed. 

TWG 

Scott Benson (LES) made a motion, seconded by Nathan McNeil (MIDW), for the TWG to 

approve an email vote be taken on the 2026 ESWG-TWG meeting schedule after one 

week’s time to complete the schedule survey. The motion was approved unanimously via 

voice vote. 

ESWG 

Tim Owens (NPPD) made a motion, seconded by Jordan Schmick (Xcel/SPS), for the 

ESWG to approve an email vote be taken on the 2026 ESWG-TWG meeting schedule 

after one week’s time to complete the schedule survey. The motion was approved 

unanimously via voice vote. 

AGENDA ITEM 3 – CONSENT AGENDA (APPROVAL) 

The consent agenda included the following items: 

 Joint ESWG-TWG Meeting Minutes (August 27, 2025) 

 Joint CPPTF-ESWG-TWG Meeting Minutes (September 17, 2025) 

ESWG 

Tim Owens (NPPD) made a motion, seconded by Jordan Schmick (Xcel/SPS), for the 

ESWG to approve the consent agenda. The motion was approved unanimously via voice 

vote. 
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TWG 

Kalun Kelley (WFEC) made a motion, seconded by Juliano Freitas as proxy for Arash 

Ghodsian (INV/GBX), for the TWG to approve the consent agenda. The motion was 

approved unanimously via voice vote. 

AGENDA ITEM *NEW* – RR710 (SIR785) BP7060 LARGE LOAD NTC/NTC-CS (APPROVAL) 

Sherri Maxey (SPP) introduced this item to the agenda that was approved at the August 27 Joint 

ESWG-TWG to be approved via email vote following PCWG approval on 9/29 and requested that a 

vote be taken in the meeting in order help complete MOPC materials. Chair Brown and Chair Daniels 

confirmed there was no objection to requesting a motion on this item. This revision request was 

posted: 8/14/2025, with a comment deadline of 9/04/2025. (Primary: PCWG; Secondary: TWG, ESWG, 

CAWG, RTWG). The goal for approval is the October 2025 MOPC. 

TWG 

The updated agenda adding this item was approved by the TWG as there were no 

objections. 

ESWG 

The updated agenda adding this item was approved by the ESWG as there were no 

objections. 

TWG 

Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee (AEP) made a motion, seconded by 

Adam Snapp (OGE), for the TWG to approve RR710 Large Load NTCs language as 

modified in the October 1 Joint ESWG-TWG meeting. The motion was approved via voice 

vote with two abstentions—Aravind Chellappa as proxy for Noman Williams (GHP) and 

Neeya Toleman (Viridon).  

ESWG 

Kalun Kelley (WFEC) made a motion, seconded by Juliano Freitas as proxy for Arash 

Ghodsian (INV/GBX), for the ESWG to approve RR710 Large Load NTCs language as 

modified in the October 1 Joint ESWG-TWG meeting. The motion was approved via voice 

vote with two abstentions—Jody Holland (GHP) and Steve Gaw (APA).  

TWG Voting Rationale:  

 

Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee (AEP): Approve 

”- We felt it very necessary to show support for this RR, as it is a good step forward in bringing clarity and 

confidence in the large load forecasts different members have been providing and including in different 

study models as part of the ITP process.  

- Concerns about the way some of the large loads made it into some of the study models in the ITP process 

over the last two years has been used as an argument at times by some members to discount some of the 

https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR710
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proposed system improvement solutions presented by SPP Staff as part of the ITP process. Implementing 

the requirements that are part of RR710 help raise the bar and bring clarity and consistency for all 

members moving forward.” 

 

ESWG Voting Rationale:  

 

Hassan Hayat (AEP): Approve 

“This RR strengthens the requirements for transmission upgrades driven by large loads, enhances oversight, 

and brings greater clarity and confidence to load forecasting. It strikes a balance between proactively 

building necessary infrastructure and avoiding overbuilding or unnecessary development.” 

AGENDA ITEM 4 – RR722 (SIR789) DPP FEE (EXPEDITED PROCESSING REQUESTED) 

Kirk Hall (SPP) Introduced and requested expedited processing and approval for RR722 proposing a 

fee may be charged for each DPP submitted to the Transmission Provider. While stakeholders can still 

submit unlimited DPPs, the fee applies when a proposal includes an upgrade qualified to be eligible 

for incentive points under Attachment Y of the SPP tariff. RR722 was posted 9/22/2025, and a 

comment deadline of 10/1/2025. (Primary WG: TWG; Secondary WGs: ESWG, RTWG, TOSPTF). The 

goal for approval was stated as October 2025 MOPC; however, the TWG did not approve expedited 

processing for RR722, so no other votes were taken on this item. 

TWG 

Adam Snapp (OGE) made a motion, seconded by Neeya Toleman (Viridon), for the TWG 

to not authorize expedited Revision Request (RR) status for the DPP Fee (RR722) on its 

behalf. The motion was approved via voice vote with six abstentions—Randy Lindstrom 

(NPPD), Nathan McNeil (MIDW), Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee (AEP), 

Michael Mueller (AECC), Steve Hohman (OPPD), and Clifford Franklin (SEPC).  

TWG Voting Rationale:  

 

Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR): Approve (Oppose expedited status) 

“ WAPA voted no to the proposed motion to expedite RR722. The DPP fee seems problematic for a couple 

of reasons.  One, I don’t believe it fundamentally solves the root problem and feels like it risks double-

payment for us since SPP already budgets for a baseline volume of DPP submissions.   I understand that 

determining the "free" threshold is complex but should be investigated.  I am concerned that this approach 

is unlikely to significantly curb DPP submissions and really needs more open discussions.” 

 

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Abstain 

“The motion made and seconded was to not authorize expedited status for RR722. As a public utility 

Transmission Owner and Transmission Customer in a ROFR state, OPPD abstained from this vote related 

to expediting the proposal to charge a fee for DPP submittals related to competitive bidding incentive 

points.” 

https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR722
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AGENDA ITEM 5 – RR714 (SIR791) BP7060 CLEANUP 

This item was not presented due to time constraints and will be brought to the October 29 Joint 

ESWG-TWG meeting for approval. Stakeholders were requested to review. This revision request is 

to make cleanup changes to SPP Business Practice 7060 to improve language consistency, document 

format, and to clarify procedure. (Primary WG: PCWG; Secondary WGs: TWG, ESWG, RTWG). The goal 

for approval is the January 2026 MOPC. 

AGENDA ITEM 6 – RR### (SIR783) RTOE ENGINEERING GOVERNING LANGUAGE 

This item was not presented due to time constraints and will be brought to the October 29 Joint 

ESWG-TWG meeting for approval. Stakeholders were requested to review. This revision request 

updates governing documents to support integration of Western participants into SPP’s existing 

modeling and Transmission Planning processes. The changes clarify terminology, update references, 

and add Western Interconnection modeling considerations. Approval will be sought at the late 

October working group meetings. 

AGENDA ITEM 7 – RTOE PARTICIPANT REPRESENTATION IN SPP WORKING GROUPS 

Erin Cathey (SPP) introduced a proposal to ensure equitable representation for Western 

Interconnection members joining the Southwest Power Pool. This included a background discussion, 

proposed working group representation, key considerations, and next steps. Erin confirmed this will 

also be going to the Corporate Governance Committee (CGC). 

AGENDA ITEM 8 – CPP MANUAL UPDATE 

This item was not presented due to time constraints and will be brought to the October 29 Joint 

ESWG-TWG meeting for approval. Naved Khan (SPP) reviewed sections of the draft CPP Manual and 

requested endorsement of Sections 2, 4, 8, 9, and 10, with exclusions outlined and shown in the slide 

below, along with other objectives and considerations. There was also an initial review of Sections 1.3, 

1.4, 5, 6 and 7. The CPP Manual will be brought back to the October 1 Joint ESWG-TWG meeting. As a 

follow-up, Kelsey Allen (SPP) agreed clarify and document five-year average methodology used in cost 

estimates into the CPP Manual draft, and to confirm Section 6 language is mitigation-focused (not a 

fundamental modeling change). 

AGENDA ITEM 9 – 2027 ITP SUNSET & RTOE TRANSITION SCOPE – WEST FUTURES 

This item was moved to the October 2 ESWG agenda and Spencer Magby (SPP) invited 

stakeholders to attend to hear this presentation. 

https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR714
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AGENDA ITEM 10 – 2026 ITP & CPP TRANSITION ASSESSMENT SCOPE (APPROVAL) 

Jonathan Hayes (SPP) reviewed the proposed scope changes for handling ERAS stability needs in the 

ITP. 

TWG 

Michael Wegner (ITC) made a motion, seconded by Richard Ross as proxy for Matthew 

McGee/Carlos Casablanca (AEP), for the TWG to approve the revised 2026 ITP & CPP 

Transition Assessment Scope (Section 3: Needs Assessment) which includes 

implementation of the ERAS Att. AW stability analysis. The motion was approved 

unanimously via voice vote. 

ESWG 

Michael Wegner (ITC) made a motion, seconded by Jordan Schmick (SPS/Xcel), for the 

ESWG to approve the revised 2026 ITP & CPP Transition Assessment Scope (Section 3: 

Needs Assessment) which includes implementation of the ERAS Att. AW stability 

analysis. The motion was approved unanimously via voice vote. 

AGENDA ITEM 11– 2025 ITP ASSESSMENT – PORTFOLIO & FINAL ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

(APPROVAL) 

Kirk Hall and members of the Transmission Planning team (SPP) reviewed the 2025 ITP consolidated 

portfolio, provided an update on final assessments, and requested approval of the recommended plan, 2025 ITP 

Report, as well as completion of the 2025 ITP per Attachment O. 

TWG 

MOTION #1 – RECOMMENDED PLAN 

Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee (AEP) made a motion, seconded by 

Renee’ Miranda (SPS/Xcel), for the TWG to approve the recommended plan, as modified 

in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG meeting, including the issuance of NTCs and the 

recommended deferment of NTCs, as discussed. Adam Snapp (OGE) proposed to amend 

the motion. 

Adam Snapp (OGE) made a motion to approve an amendment below, seconded by Scott 

Benson (LES), as shown below: 
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The motion failed via roll call vote with eight in favor, nine opposed, and five 

abstentions. (47% approval) 

Approve: Scott Benson (LES), Adam Snapp (OGE), Jason Shook (GDS as proxy for ETEC), Michael 

Wegner (ITC), Nathan McNeil (MIDW), Phil Westby (BEPC), Randy Lindstrom (NPPD) and Steve 

Hohman (OPPD) 

Oppose: Juliano Freitas as proxy for Arash Ghodsian (Invenergy for GrainBelt), Clifford Franklin 

(SEPC), James Ging (KPP), Jerry Bradshaw (CUS), Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee 

(AEP), Michael Mueller (AECC), Neeya Toleman (Viridon), Aravind Chellappa as proxy for Noman 

Williams (GHP), and Temujin Roach (EDF). 

Abstain: Andrew Berg (MRES), Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR), Reene’ Miranda (Xcel/SPS), John 

Knofczynski (EREPC), and Kalun Kelley (WFEC). 

TWG Voting Rationale:  

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Approve 

“I voted YES to accept the amendment to the original motion because it sought to pare back to approval of 

reliability-only projects, or a least regrets type of a portfolio. OPPD’s overall concern with this portfolio is 

that the overall roadmap to the optimal 765kV buildout in SPP and probable interconnection to other 

neighboring RTO 765kV buildouts is massively strategic and should not be commenced in earnest and in 

parts without a fully analyzed and vetted plan that includes evaluation of the entire SPP footprint, impacts 

to the underlying lower voltage system and re-evaluation of existing cost allocation methods.” 

 

Kalun Kelley (WFEC): Abstain 

” I chose to abstain from the second motion because, while it offered a more measured approach by 

deferring certain projects, it still lacked clarity on optimization strategies and risk mitigation.  The deferral 

introduces potential benefits, but without a clear framework for reassessing deliverability, generation 

portfolio alignment, and regional investment balance, it remains speculative.  The motion did not 

adequately address the concerns voiced during the discussion, particularly around cost justification and 

system reliability even with the reduced $3.8B.  Abstaining reflects my position that more data and 

stakeholder input are needed before endorsing any path forward.” 
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After the amendment failed, a vote was taken on the original motion for the TWG to 

approve the recommended plan, as modified in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG meeting, 

including the issuance of NTCs and the recommended deferment of NTCs, as discussed. 

The motion was approved via roll call vote with 10 in favor, nine opposed, and four 

abstentions. (53% approval) 

Approve: Juliano Freitas as proxy for Arash Ghodsian (INV/GBX), Renee’ Miranda (SPS/Xcel), 

Jason Shook (GDS/ETEC), Jerry Bradshaw (CUS), Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee 

(AEP), Michael Wegner (ITC), Nate Moris (Liberty), Neeya Toleman (Viridon), Aravind Chellappa 

for Noman Williams (GHP), and Temujin Roach (EDF) 

Oppose: Scott Benson (LES), Adam Snapp (OGE), Clifford Franklin (SEPC), James Ging (KPP), 

Kalun Kelley (WFEC), Michael Mueller (AECC), Nathan McNeil (MIDW), Randy Lindstrom (NPPD), 

and Steve Hohman (OPPD) 

Abstain: Andrew Berg (MRES), Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR), John Knofczynski (EREPC), and 

Philip Westby (BEPC) 

TWG Voting Rationale: 

Carlos Casablanca as proxy for Matthew McGee (AEP): Approve 

“- AEP appreciates all of the work SPP staff has performed as part of the 2025 ITP to get to its final 

recommendation, and AEP voted in favor of SPP Staff’s recommendation. 

- SPP Staff’s recommendation to approve the final portfolio with the recommendation to issue some, but 

not all NTCs including for parts of the originally proposed 765 kV overlay, is reflective of the current state 

of our industry and the economy. While there may be some uncertainty, we are seeing in other regions 

how quickly large loads can develop and how the on-shoring of manufacturing can significantly drive 

growth and economic development. The same is on the horizon and beginning to occur in the SPP region. 

Hence, we need to act now, in a balanced way, to not miss the opportunity and enable additional growth 

and opportunities, while also correcting some system deficiencies that have existed for some time in our 

region.  

- The Targeted Area Study conducted as part of the 2025 ITP assessment was requested by AEP to address 

a collection of economic and reliability challenges impacting AEP and the region. AEP believes that the 

proposed 765 kV extension into the Shreveport area, one of the legs of the proposed 765 kV overlay, as 

well as the two proposed STATCOMs in the region are good solutions, that address multiple needs at once 

in the region and will significantly improve the reliability and economic performance of the area, which 

was impacted by two load shed events in 2025. 

- Finally, while there has been a lot of discussion as to the uncertainty of some of the large loads that are 

driving some significant investments as part of the proposed 2025 ITP solution portfolio, the adoption of 

SPP Staff’s RR710 proposal, which AEP voted in favor of, will help mitigate risks with approved investments 

that receive NTCs because of the large loads.” 

 

Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR): Abstain 

“ WAPA abstained from the 2025 ITP project portfolio TWG-ESWG vote due to the lack of sufficient 

Information on the proposed changes being presented by SPP ahead of the meeting. Therefore, I choose to 

abstain rather than vote without conviction and to remain neutral until the materials could be vetted.” 
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Philip Westby (BEPC): Abstain 

“BEPC abstained from the TWG-ESWG vote on the 2025 ITP project portfolio due to the following concerns: 

• Insufficient Information: Key materials and proposed changes were not provided in advance of the 

meeting, limiting our ability to fully vet the portfolio. 

• Unaddressed Edits: BEPC had suggested edits to submit to the report that were not yet circulated or 

incorporated, making it premature to vote on the document. 

• Ft. Thompson Concern: BEPC is disappointed in the continued recommendation to upgrade the Ft. 

Thompson transformers in lieu of pursuing a broader transmission solution that could offer more 

strategic value. 

• Neutral Positioning: In light of these issues, BEPC chose to abstain rather than vote, maintaining a 

neutral stance until the documentation and recommendations can be properly evaluated internally.” 

 

Andrew Berg (MRES): Abstain 

“MRES abstained on the portfolio approval on the basis of a specific concern.  In this portfolio, an upgrade 

identified near Fort Thompson does not address longstanding stability concerns (which are beyond the 

needs that are detailed in the ITP manual and scope) that UMZ stakeholders have raised in past meetings 

and the engineering planning summit.  MRES didn’t feel that this was grounds to oppose the full portfolio 

or work performed in the 2025 ITP, however, it also couldn’t vote to support that specific part of the 

portfolio.  With that said, MRES voted in support of the 2025 ITP report and the work performed.” 

 

Adam Snapp (OGE): Oppose 

“OG&E voted no on approval of the 2025 ITP portfolio at TWG/ESWG on Oct 1, 2025 out of concerns for 

affordability and a need for optimization of the 765kV overlay before moving forward with authorization 

of these projects which will have significant rate impacts to our customers and operational impact on the 

grid. We supported a portfolio that favored additional removal of several economic driven 765kV projects, 

namely the segments between SPS Crawfish Draw – OG&E Minco, OG&E Minco – OG&E Seminole, and 

OG&E Seminole – AEP Anthem. These projects have a negative B/C ratio in the F1 base case and are only 

positive in the high electrification future where several large spot loads are present in the 2025 ITP models 

in year 10. This load is very far in the future. It is also important to note that in October 2024, SPS made a 

request to remove 3 GW of load from their footprint in the 2025 ITP models. That request was denied only 

due to the late-stage nature of the request, as the ITP models are finalized in July/August of the year prior 

to the portfolio being developed. We have seen the load in the SPS area move further into the future in the 

2026 ITP models. We believe there is sufficient time to delay issuance of these three NTCs that represent 

$4B of investment until more analysis can be performed in the 26 ITP on an optimized overlay plan for 

765kV in SPP. This can be done without compromising reliability and will allow for identification of 

alternative solutions that may more efficiently address the projected needs of the grid.” 

 

Kalun Kelley (WFEC): Oppose 

“I really appreciate SPP’s time and effort in pulling this ITP together and recognize the complexity of the 

work involved. 

My decision to vote NO on the first motion (after the second motion failed) was based on the lack of 

thorough vetting and transparency surrounding the cost benefit analysis of the proposed transmission 

portfolio.  While I recognize the urgency of addressing load growth and curtailment risks, the motion 

promoted a fragmented approach without fully exploring strategic alternatives or long-term system 

impacts.  Concerns were raised about overbuilding the system, rising costs, and limited stakeholder 

engagement.  These issues warranted a more cautious and deliberate review.  The absence of a 

comprehensive study such as an HPILS and the uncertainty around actual load commitments further 
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reinforced my opposition.  Without a clear understanding of the risks, benefits, and long-term implications, 

I could not support moving forward with the portfolio in its current form.” 

 

Michael Mueller (AECC): Oppose 

“AECC generally believes more analysis is needed for the recommended plan. Specifically, SPP should be 

more granular in its analysis showing results by load zones, including AECC. Results shown for Arkansas 

are based on AEP and OG&E zones. These large geographic zones have overall benefit cost ratios that do 

not reflect the impact to AECC. AECC also has concerns about constructing transmission for load that may 

not develop, particularly related to the electrification of oil & gas. Assuming the load materializes, AECC 

believes the SPP study processes should balance the ability to construct local generation with costs of new 

transmission. The cost of local generation is borne by the local utility while high voltage transmission is 

borne by the entire SPP region. An economic analysis by the local utility can easily become skewed toward 

an overall higher cost transmission option given it is bearing only an SPP load-ratio piece of such cost 

while also making a greater return on investment in such transmission.” 

 

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Oppose 

“I voted NO because OPPD’s overall concern with this portfolio is that the overall roadmap to the optimal 

765kV buildout in SPP and probable interconnection to other neighboring RTO 765kV buildouts is 

massively strategic and should not be commenced in earnest and in parts without a fully analyzed and 

vetted plan that includes evaluation of the entire SPP footprint, impacts to the underlying lower voltage 

system and re-evaluation of existing cost allocation methods.” 

 

ESWG 

MOTION #1 – RECOMMENDED PLAN 

Hassan Hayat (AEP) made a motion, seconded by Jordan Schmick (SPS/Xcel), for the 

ESWG to approve the recommended plan, as modified in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG 

meeting, including the issuance of NTCs and the recommended deferment of NTCs, as 

discussed. The motion was approved via roll call vote with six in favor, four opposed, 

and three abstentions. (60% approval) 

Approve: Hassan Hayat (AEP), Jerry Bradshaw (CUS), Jody Holland (GHP), Jordan Schmick 

(SPS/Xcel), Michael Wegner (ITC), and Steve Gaw (APA) 

Oppose: Derek Brown (Evergy), Steve Hohman (OPPD), Tim Owens (NPPD), and Ryan Benton 

(OGE)  

Abstain: Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR), Jeremy Severson (BEPC), and John Knofcynski (EREPC) 

 ESWG Voting Rationale:  

Hassan Hayat (AEP): Approve 

“Voted in favor of staff’s recommended motion. Proactive planning is essential—delaying decisions to next 

year would deprive customers of the benefits this portfolio offers. SPP has done commendable work in 

pressure-testing the portfolio against a range of scenarios and sensitivities. It is expected to reduce the risk 

of future load shedding in AEP’s SWEPCO footprint in Louisiana and help narrow the congestion cost 

spread between the majority of SPP and Southeastern SPP, ultimately lowering costs for customers. 

The 765 kV technology is well-established, with over 60 years of innovation behind it. Now is the right time 

for SPP to adopt this proven solution and advance a plan that has been over 15 years in the making. While 
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no RTO has a perfect process for managing the rapidly evolving electric grid, SPP has done a 

commendable job balancing its existing tariff framework with forward-looking engineering decisions.” 

 

Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR): Abstain 

“ WAPA abstained from the 2025 ITP project portfolio TWG-ESWG vote due to the lack of sufficient 

Information on the proposed changes being presented by SPP ahead of the meeting. Therefore, I choose to 

abstain rather than vote without conviction and to remain neutral until the materials could be vetted.” 

 

Derek Brown (Evergy): Oppose 

“Evergy voted No on the motion that passed at ESWG to approve the 2025 ITP Recommend Plan, including 

issuance and deferment of NTCs for the following reasons. 

1. The Anthem – Seminole – Minco – Crawfish Draw 765 kV ,representing $3.8B of the approved 

portfolio have been justified for inclusion in the portfolio using engineering judgement and should 

not move forward with NTC recommendations  

a. SPP staff stated during the meeting that these lines are expected to be tagged by SPP staff 

as being driven by Large Loads and subject to the future “Large Load NTC Process” where 

Attachment AX or AQ submissions would be required within 180 days of 2025 ITP 

portfolio approval. This $3.8B in projects should not be issued NTCs until applicable 

Attachment AQ or AX submissions are received. If all or a portion of the load additions 

move under Attachment AX, at least a commensurate portion of the costs should be 

considered for allocation to the applicable Load Responsible Entities.   

b. 765 kV costs uncertainty. These and all other multi-hundred-mile greenfield 765 kV lines 

in this portfolio are using 1.3 multiplied by the straight-line distance for a line mileage 

assumption. This is an improvement over 1.2 used in the 2024 but are still low. 

Preliminary (desktop) routing studies could be commissioned in the 2026 ITP to support 

the analysis ahead of issuing NTCs on these driven 765 kV upgrades that have been 

justified based on economics. 

c. Final Reliability Assessment (FRA), High Voltage remaining issues driven by 765 kV lines 

were not resolved and costs are unknown to address. The FRA was performed on 2025 ITP 

Base Reliability Models, which are wholly insufficient for this analysis given the large load 

growth and resource expansion we are experiencing, which is reflected in the 2025 ITP 

Market Economic Models. If these lines were deferred to the 2026 ITP, SPP staff should 

consider a special 765 kV planning study to determine the additional technical scope for 

these projects and others including mid-line shunt or line reactors for these multi-

hundred-mile lines. This analysis would include any expansion of the recommended 

portfolio north of Oklahoma. This is critical because SPP staff has have been unable to 

produce a true alternating current, “AC” power system analysis study that confirms we can 

get to a reliable operating point using the assumptions in their market economic models 

(which are simplified direct current, “DC”, models). SPP staff is going to attempt to address 

this gap in the 2026 ITP, which is another option to address these FRA issue where 

additional 765 kV project scope and cost could be identified and B/C ratio analysis could 

be confirmed.” 

 

Ryan Benton (OGE): Oppose 

“OG&E voted no on approval of the 2025 ITP portfolio at TWG/ESWG on Oct 1, 2025 out of concerns for 

affordability and a need for optimization of the 765kV overlay before moving forward with authorization 

of these projects which will have significant rate impacts to our customers and operational impact on the 

grid. We supported a portfolio that favored additional removal of several economic driven 765kV projects, 
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namely the segments between SPS Crawfish Draw – OG&E Minco, OG&E Minco – OG&E Seminole, and 

OG&E Seminole – AEP Anthem. These projects have a negative B/C ratio in the F1 base case and are only 

positive in the high electrification future where several large spot loads are present in the 2025 ITP models 

in year 10. This load is very far in the future. It is also important to note that in October 2024, SPS made a 

request to remove 3 GW of load from their footprint in the 2025 ITP models. That request was denied only 

due to the late-stage nature of the request, as the ITP models are finalized in July/August of the year prior 

to the portfolio being developed. We have seen the load in the SPS area move further into the future in the 

2026 ITP models. We believe there is sufficient time to delay issuance of these three NTCs that represent 

$4B of investment until more analysis can be performed in the 26 ITP on an optimized overlay plan for 

765kV in SPP. This can be done without compromising reliability and will allow for identification of 

alternative solutions that may more efficiently address the projected needs of the grid.” 

 

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Oppose 

“I voted NO because OPPD’s overall concern with this portfolio is that the overall roadmap to the optimal 

765kV buildout in SPP and probable interconnection to other neighboring RTO 765kV buildouts is 

massively strategic and should not be commenced in earnest and in parts without a fully analyzed and 

vetted plan that includes evaluation of the entire SPP footprint, impacts to the underlying lower voltage 

system and re-evaluation of existing cost allocation methods.” 

 

ESWG 

MOTION #2 – REPORT & ATTACHMENT O 

Steve Gaw (APA) made a motion, seconded by Jordan Schmick (SPS/Xcel), for the ESWG 

to approve the 2025 ITP Report, as modified and discussed in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG 

meeting, in addition to select SPS transformer NTCs, benefit metrics updates, and 

Viridon and MRES changes listed below as documentation that the 2025 ITP has been 

completed in accordance with Attachment O of the SPP OATT. 

o Viridon changes: 

▪ In the conceptual cost section, there’s commentary about changes in SPP 

staff’s approach in this cycle from previous years. I didn’t see anything 

about the straight line mileage adder being increased from 20% to 30% 

and I think it’s worth mentioning. 

▪ The PCP ISD is noted as 2032 but it was presented to the BOD a couple 

weeks ago as 2031- which is correct? 

o MRES changes: 

▪ Ownership corrections to a couple of projects; recommended some lead 

time adjustments based on Appendix E of BP7060.  

The motion was approved via roll call vote with 11 in favor and one abstention. (100% 

approval) 

 

Approve: Gayle Nansel (WAPA-UGPR), Hassan Hayat (AEP), Jeremy Severson (BEPC), Jerry 

Bradshaw (CUS), Jody Holland (GHP), John Knofcynski (EREPC), Jordan Schmick (SPS/Xcel), 

Michael Wegner (ITC), Steve Gaw (APA), Steve Hohman (OPPD), and Tim Owens (NPPD) 

Abstain: Derek Brown (Evergy) 
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ESWG Voting Rationale:  

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Approve 

“During open discussion following the above motion and second, it was confirmed by SPP Staff and by the 

motioner that the essence of this motion is that the 2025 ITP Report is proof and documentation of 

performance of the 2025 ITP study, and that the 2025 ITP study was performed in accordance with 

Attachment O of the SPP OATT. It was confirmed by the same that this motion does not override and is not 

duplicative to the previous voting item for which I voted NO. Because I believe that SPP Staff performed the 

2025 ITP study in accordance with Attachment O of the SPP OATT, and in light of the confirmations by 

SPP Staff and the motioner, I voted YES to approve.” 

 

TWG 

MOTION #2 – REPORT & ATTACHMENT O 

Michael Wegner (ITC) made a motion, seconded by Kalun Kelley (WFEC), for the TWG to 

approve the 2025 ITP Report, as modified and discussed in the 10/1 Joint ESWG-TWG 

meeting, in addition to select SPS transformer NTCs, benefit metrics updates, and 

Viridon and MRES changes listed below as documentation that the 2025 ITP has been 

completed in accordance with Attachment O of the SPP OATT. 

o Viridon changes: 

▪ In the conceptual cost section, there’s commentary about changes in SPP 

staff’s approach in this cycle from previous years. I didn’t see anything 

about the straight line mileage adder being increased from 20% to 30% 

and I think it’s worth mentioning. 

▪ The PCP ISD is noted as 2032 but it was presented to the BOD a couple 

weeks ago as 2031- which is correct? 

o MRES changes: 

▪ Ownership corrections to a couple of projects; recommended some lead 

time adjustments based on Appendix E of BP7060.  

The motion was approved via voice vote with two abstentions—Clifford Franklin (SEPC) 

and Nathan McNeil (MIDW). (100% approval) 

 

TWG Voting Rationale:  

Steve Hohman (OPPD): Approve 

“I voted YES to approve under the same confirmation and understanding as my ESWG vote on the same 

motion.” 
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AGENDA ITEM 12 – CLOSING ITEMS  

There were no new action items taken by either group. With no further business, Derek Brown (TWG 

Chair) and Calvin Daniels (ESWG Chair) adjourned the meeting at 5:31 p.m. CDT on Wednesday, 

October 1, 2025. 

POSTED FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

AGENDA ITEM 12 – RR708 (SIR786) DPP WINDOW – ADDITIONAL POSTINGS 

RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

The final RR708 recommendation report was posted as informational. The objective of this revision 

request is to make cleanup changes to SPP Business Practice 7060 to improve language consistency, 

document format, and to clarify procedure. Return to request approval of RR708 to enhance efficiency 

and flexibility of the needs assessment process. Posted: 8/11/2025. (Primary: TWG; Secondary: ESWG, 

RTWG). Goal is Oct. MOPC. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Spencer Magby, proxy ESWG Secretary 

 

Sherri Maxey, TWG Secretary 

https://www.spp.org/search?q=RR708
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